work round by the Martini&re College and the
Sikandarbagh, keeping to the open as far as possible.
Outram added: 'You will, I suppose, leave all the
heavy baggage at Alambagh, bringing only light
carts, elephants, camels, and pony or bullock carri-
ages, to the Dilkusha. But I beg you will bring the
kits of the European troops here; for the cold
weather is coming on, and they have neither great-
coats nor bedding.
'When you advance from the Dilkusha, I hope
you will be able to bring on with you a few days'
supply of ruin, tobacco, and tea, for the Europeans
(who have been so long without these luxuries), and
gram [chick-pea] for our horses. Other supplies,
which are less pressing, we can obtain when an
escort can go back to the Dilkusha for more. . . .'
Next day Mclntyre's flag was seen to be flying,
whereupon one of the garrison suggested speaking
to the Alambagh by semaphore. Although the dis-
tance was about three and a half miles as the crow
flies, and there was often a low haze over the city,
the authorities decided to make the attempt.
Particulars of the semaphore system were found
under the heading 'Telegraph* in the Penny-
Cyclopaedia in Mr Gubbins7 library, and on the 51st
October Outram concluded a despatch to Mclntyre
as follows: *I enclose a plan for telegraphic com-
munication 5 your share of which Sibley [Mclntyre's
second-in-command] will, I hope, be able to con-
struct, as I know he is a great mechanic. Ours will,
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